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Literary Analysis

As Richard Dawkins states, “Segregation has no place in the education system.” The poem, “Theme for English B” by Langston Hughes, published in 1951, is basically about racial segregation.  The poem is about the quest of the narrator to gain identity in an all time changing world. As a college English instructor challenges the students to write a page that comes out of them and it would be true, the narrator manages to competently connect his simple English assignment to his life. The poem is basically about self representation, revealing more about the speaker’s background, interests and attitude. Throughout the poem, significant characters, and literary factors like the theme and symbolisms are clearly revealed. 
Character

The poem, “Theme for English B” is a persona poem and it is narrated by a particular character. The character appears to be a young, black, and middle class student. The speaker starts by sharing who he was and his origin as he states, “I am twenty-two, colored, born in Winston-Salem.” In addition, the speaker tries to reveal his interest for education as he shares that he is originally from Winston-Salem, began school there and has now moved to Harlem where he is currently schooling. “I went to school there, then Durham, then here to this college on the hill above Harlem.” The character is also identified in the poem based on his passions and interests like adding knowledge as revealed when he says, “I like to work, read, learn, and understand life.” 
Symbolism

In the poem, the speaker uses several symbols. For example, in the line, “I am twenty-two, colored, born in Winston-Salem,” the speaker uses the color to symbolize his race. In addition, he also uses the phrase “on the hill” while referring to his current college to signify that it is of a higher standard than where he was used to be, in the suburbs. Additionally, as the speaker talks about the steps from the hill leading down into Harlem, “The steps from the hill lead down into Harlem. Through a park, then I cross St. Nicholas, Eighth Avenue, Seventh, and I come to the Y, the Harlem Branch Y, where I take the elevator up to my room, sit down and write this page,” he is simply shows the difference between where he stayed and where he went to school. 

Theme

Themes such as creativity, identity and racism can be obviously picked out of this poem. Regarding identity, the speaker is at first not confident enough to rise to the expectations of the white instructor. However, despite the fact that there is a huge difference between him and the instructor, the speaker is confident enough to write about his experiences and present his true identity through the assignment. At first, the speaker felt very nervous because of his race, which is evident as he states that he is the only different person in the class. “I am the only colored student in my class.” He however realizes that regardless of their racial difference their likes and interests are similar. This enhanced his confidence above the racial differences and established a reality that America is diverse and regardless of people’s skin color or identities, they can influence each other. This is evident as he tells his instructor that, “As I learn from you, I guess you learn from me – although you’re older – and white.” In the poem, creativity is evident in the way the speaker came up with such an inspiring poem than enabled him to overcome all his fears. 
In conclusion, the poem is quite insightful in the ways one can overcome segregation both in the education system and in life. Although the instructor and student appear to be both characters, the main character is the colored student. The poem used various symbols not just to talk about some things indirectly, but to reveal the creativity in the speaker. The obvious themes of the poem are identity and racial segregation, but a close analysis pulls out creativity too as a theme. A major and worth lesson to learn from the poem is that regardless of color or race, one can stand confidently for his or her identity, because neither color nor race can divide education or preferences. 
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